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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE REEGUEES IN OTHER COUNTRIES - SYRIA 

REE: BEIRUT 5956 

MINISTERY OF ECONOMY IMADI CONCURS WITH OSSEIRAN ESTIMATE 
THAT THERE ARE NOW ABOUT 500,000 LEBANESE REFUGEES IN SYRIA. 

HE SAID THAT WHEN WE HAD LAST DISCUSSED SUBJECT IN FEBRUARY- 
MARCH, HE THEN BELIEVED TOTAL DID NOT EXCEED 250,000. SINCE 
THEN DETERIORATION OF LEBANESE SITUATION HAD PROCEEDED APACE 
AND THERE HAD BEEN SHARPLY RISING INFLUX TO SYRIA EVER SINCE. 
MURPHY 
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